family that length of time every round. He travelled two weeks after me 
and I three weeks after him. 

The circuit commenced at Dwires bulff on the Pascagoula in Jackson 
County, extending through that county into a portion of Greene; thence 
through the eastern part of Perry, into Wayne through a portion of Clark; 
and into the eastern and middle part of Jasper including the courthouse, 
Paulding thence to Garlandsville in Newton County, where we turned south—- 
ward through the western portion of Jasper, through the southeast corner 
of Covington into Jones, through it into the western portion of Perry and 
the eastern part of Hancock back into Jackson, the starting point. 
Crossing and recrossing the following streams - Leaf River, twice or 
thrice, Boguehoma, Tallahala, Tallahoma, Red, and Black Creeks besides 
others which were often crossed by swimming our horses and sometimes 
ourselves. Here was a circuit larger than presiding Elders Districts 
are now, besides more difficult to travel. 

NOTE: — I should have stated at the proper place that when I left 
Brother Cox he was very feeble, and before he accomplished his first 
round on his circuit, was violently attacked with hemorrhage of the 


lungs and died. A suitable memoir of this good man is published in minutes 


of the conference. Likewise of Robert Ae Smith who died that year at 
Elyton instead of 1835 as I elsewhere have stated. 

My time not employed on the circuit, I spent with my mother who 
continued to decline until the 8th of June, she died. 

Unfortunately and to my great regret, I was not with her at the 
time. When I left her, she appeared to be declining gradually, but think- 
ing that I could possibly perform another round and make arrangements to 
have the most of my appointments filled, having already lost a good deal 
of time I submitted the case to her, who reluctantly consented and I left 
put before I got half round she breathed her last. I have ever since re- 
gretted that I had not lost the whole round rather than have been away 
from her bedside to witness her triumph. 

1836 

A continuation from Vol. No. 1 of incidents on that circuit Leaf 
River in 1836. 

There were no special out pourings of revival influence or 
power — — no camp meetings; and protracted revival meetings, had not then 
become fully inaugurated, as taking the place of Camp Meetings, as is now 


generally seen; hence no unusual] or extraordinary efforts were made looking 


vo this end; further than the usual ordinary services wnich were at most 
points regularly attended by the church members and good congregations and 
which resulted in a goodly number of conversions and accessions and 

hopes indulged that good was done. 

Brother Pilley was as I had expected him to be, an excellent co- 
labourer, filling his appointments regularly and promptly, a hard student, 
improved rapidly, well received, and left the circuit beloved and respected, 
Never intimated a desire to return to the stage or the fiddle. 

One little incident connected with his former love for this sport and 
a desire to test him on this fiddling question occured between us on one 
occasion while walking the streets in Paulding, passing a shop (I think a 
saloon) we heard within a fiddle. Said I, "Brother Pilley how do you feel 
now when you hear such things; do you feel like you would like to retum 
to that kind of sport again?" ‘'tNo indeed", said he, "further than this if 
I had hold of it and was disposed should like to learn that fellow how 
to use it for he knows nothing about it." Brother Pilley had a fine musical 
talent both for vocal and instrumental. And after his conversion and 
entrance upon the ministry, cultivated it in vocal music so that he not 
only made himself acquainted with the science but became an excellent 
singer. 

During the summer of that year, I attended a two days meeting with 
Broe De Me Wiggins in Smith County in the Mississippi Conference, in the 
neighborhood of Bro. Flowers, where I met my old friend and brother 
Samuel Graves, with whom I first commenced preaching on this same circuit 
in 1832. This was indeed a pleasant coincidence to meet one, whom I loved 
so tenderly and had taken such pains to get me started in the work was 
indeed a perfect treat to my feelings. 

On Sunday I was appointed to preach and took a chill just before the 
hour arrived for services to commence, and preached with a fever on me. 
God blessed me in the effort; blessed the people and we had a good 
meeting. There were present some indians, the first time I had ever 
preached to the red man, who appeared to be much interested, and gave 
particular attention to the word preached. After services were closed, 
the old chief, or the one who appeared to be in control of the rest 
brought them and introduced them to the preachers saying "they all 
Christians." having been instructed and taken into the church by the 


Missionaries to the Choctaws years before. 
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I went that evening in company with Bro. Graves to Richard Flowers! 
where I suffered that evening and night, with high fever, but able next 
morning to travel back to my circuit. Bro. Graves went with me and re- 
mained and preached for me at several appointments. We got to Bro. 
Simpson's in Jones County where I was taken down and remained there 
weeks until Bro. Pilley came around; overtook me; I was then convalescent 
had worried through in the absence of Doctors, medicines or any remedies 
(as they were not to be obtained in that country, not a doctor in forty 
miles of me). Hence I had a severe time. A friend who visited me one 
Sunday advised me to take sulphur as he had used it in similar cases in 
his family successfully. I had but little confidence in the prescription 
but concluded to try it. It had a fine effect in several ways not only 
in producing copious prespirations, and thereby lessening the fever, but 
completely relieved me of boils, warts and dregs of Itch with which I had 
been infected the year before as I have stated in a former chapter. 

I had upon my right hand about three dozen and near as many on my left, 
some as large as a quarter of a dollar, seeded and growing besides 

this pest, I do not recollect how many boils I had had the spring and sum— 
mer before, but they numerous. As soon as I commenced improving, the 
warts began to peel off, until finally ever one was removed, so that I 
recovered finally from my attack of fever, got clear of warts, boils and 
a perfect cure of the itch; and I attributed it all to the use of sulphur 
which I took every day for a month or more. 

When Bro. Pilley came round, I told him he must make some arrangement 
to get me away from there as I was tired and I believed the good people, 
with whom I had been confined so long, were tired also. Accordingly, 
we heard that brother Robinson, an elderly Baptist Preacher owned a Gig, 
a two wheeled vehicle. Brother Pilley called on him for the loan of it 
to convey me down to Bro. James Pairs in the Dupriest neighborhood; who 
very cordially let him have it. We started, he riding my horse and I had 
his in the Gig, filling his appointments, as we went on. The first night 
at Mr. Griffiths, my fever returned, but was clear next morning; on we 
weat to Timothy Welch's another fever, cooled off and the next night 
we arrived at Monroe, and put up at Mr. Proctors; another fever higher 
than the two others. That night it rained incessantly all night; a creek 
to cross the next day. Bro. James Fair came in that night, and went back 
home in order to send help to the creek to assist us over the next day 


knowing it would be very high. Next morning my fever had abated and we 
started again; got to the creek and although ordinarily a small one 
and bridged, we found it at least fifty yards wide, the bridge afloat, 
and brother Fairs help had not arrived. Bro. Pilley very deliberately 
remarked"I'11 get you over. Yonder is a foot log, do you think you can 
walk it?" I told him I thought I could. So he unharnessed, stripped 
himself, got into the shalves and waded into the bridge, hoisted on it, 
which was afloat, but finally rolled it off on the other side, carried 
saddles and baggage over on the log, and soon we were on the road again, 
after swimming our horses at a ford below the bridge. We soon met 

Bro. Fair with two or three negro: men coming to our aid, but too late. 

Brother Pilley returned the next day with the Gig to Bro. Robinson 
with many thanks from me for his kindness and to resume his appointments. 

I remained at Bro. Fair's a week or ten days; got clear of my fever 
as I thought, and started again, but as before the fever returned the 
first night and also the second, but I continued on in this way until I 
arrived at my brothers where I lay up wntil I finally recovered so as 
to be able to ride without throwing me back again. 

During this time Brother William had married Miss Mary Fairley 
daughter of Judge John Fairley and was living at our old homestead. 
Brother Daniel was living there also with them, had not yet married. 
Brother William soon after settled a place between Red Creek and the 
coast which he improved and is still living at the same place, has 
‘never moved; done well. His wife after bearing him nine children died 
and since he had married again a Miss Sabra Davis; has been blessed with 
two good wives. - My Subsequent Movements - 

I now resumed and filled some appointments on the circuit, went up 
as far as Bro. Fairs and from there to camp meeting at Santee in Covington 
County, in company with James and Alfred Fair, meeting there the Presiding 
Elder Rev. John Ge Jones, Stephen Herrin formerly of the Alabama Conference, 
Elijah Steele and others. ‘Here I was met by my brother-in-law, John T. 
Longino, whom I accompanied home to see my sister and family; spent several 
days with them and returned to my work on the circuit and filling out the 
year. 

On my last round I had with me Wesley G. Evans who was then commencing 
the ministry; and at my last appointment I preached at his fathers, who 
lived then near the coast. I gave Wesley license to Exhort. Since he has 
continued to preach as a local preacher, has been true and faithful and an 
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acceptable and useful preacher. Still lives in that country; has been 
married twice; his last and present wife was Sister Susan Carter, one 
among the best, and most pious young ladies I ever knew. 

During that year I married several parties to wit: Mre John Reed 
to a Miss Myers, Mr. Norman McLeod to Miss Dantzler; Mr. Rester to a 
Miss Davis, Mr. Stephen Hester to a French lady, and Mr. Russel Bond to 
a lady whose name I have forgotten, these last three took place about 
or near the time of my winding up of my work and subjected me to long 
rides being remote from each other, besides having to cross and swim my 
horse across Red Creek twice if not thrice. I suppose I rode at least 
one hundred miles to celebrate the nuptials for these three couples and 
received as a reward for so doing two dollars from one party and nothing 
from the other two. Mr. Reed the first I married gave me five dollars 
and which had given me no trouble, or hard riding, being in the neigh- 
borhood of brother Fairs while I was there convalescing. Mr. McLeod's 
was at one of my regular preaching places. 

- Annual Conference — 

This body was to meet at its next session in Mobile, January 4th, 
1837 which allowed the preachers nearly a month over some of the former 
conferences to remain at work on their respective charges, and as I had 
lost considerable time that year by sickness, I continued until Christmas 
preached my last sermon that day being on Sunday at Bro. Evans near the 
coast on which occasion his daughter Middie joined the church. Bro. 
Evans then confined to his bed with a disease that terminated in his death. 

From this point I went in company with Thomas Evans to Mr. Seth Batsons 
and married Mr. Russel Bond; thence to my brothers and fixed up for con~ 
ference, arriving there in Mobile in due time for the opening of the session. 
Found Bro. Pilley there who had preceeded me, in order to be in time for 
his annual examination; and found him comfortably quartered in Dauphin 
Street, at the house of a Bro. McBride, whose roommate had not nor did not 
arrive and whose place I filled, much to my gratification, to be with 
Bro. Pilley, besides cared for by such estimable Methodist and friends as 
Bro. and Sister McBride. 

Conference opened at the appointed time. Bishop Morris presiding. 
The regular routine of buisness was attended to and dispatched by the 
Presiding Office with care and fidelity to the satisfaction of those 
concerned. I was now eligible to Elders orders, and having passed my 
regular examination, when my name was called; character passed; and was 
duly elected end on Sunday following, ws set apart to that sccred office, 


by Bishop Morris according the formula of the M. H. Caurch; in connection 
with the following members of my class, to wit: Edward H. Moore, 
Humphrey Williamson and Theophilus Moody. Only four of us now left out 
of the ten that originally and at first joined the conference on trial, 
Six of whom were admitted into this conference at Tuscaloosa four years 
ago; and four, namely Robert A. Smith, Isaac N. Mullins; Robert Dickson 
and Alexander Robinson were admitted in the Tennessee Conference and 
transferred immediately to the Alabama; and became members of my class. 
Now reduced to this small fraction by deaths and locations. Davis, Smith, 
Finley and died. Mullins, Dickson and Robinson had located. 

During this conference Bro. George We Cotton from the Chambers 
Circuit was taken sick with Pneumonia, at the house of Bro. Gascoignes 
and died. Bro. Pilley and I were with him in connection with many 
other brethren much of the time; and present to close his eyes and witness 
the last struggle. He died in peace, leaving a wife and daughter behind, 
then in Lafayette in Chambers County. He desired to make a will and the 
task of writing it devolved on brother Gascoigne and myself; he commenc— 
ing it and I finished it and became one of the subscribing witnesses which 
necessitated my having to go the next Spring to Lafayette to prove it, 
in order to admit it to record in the Probate Court of that County. The 
good brethren of Mobile very kindly bore the expense of burial. Bishop 
Morris preached his funeral from Col. 5th Chap., verse 3 and 4 "For ye are 
dead and your life is hid with Christ in God; When Christ who is our life 
shall appear then shall ye also appear with Him in Glory." After which 
his remains were decently laid away in the cemetery of that city where 
they remain awaiting the Resurrection of the dead. 

When the appointments were given us at the close by the Bishop I 
was as the year bebre only to a different Circuit. And while it was 
gratifying to me, nevertheless, a little surprising that Bro. Pilley and 
I were kept together for another year, but so it was announced. 

Cedar Creek Circuit: A. C. Ramsey and Stephen Pilley, Elisha 
Colloway, Presiding Elder. Very soon nowthere was seen a rush among 
the preachers getting off to enter upon their new fields of labour. 
Brother Pilley returned to his mother~in-laws for his family; while I and 
several others steered our course across the Bay in a little steam ferry 
boat to Blakely where we with our horses landed, late in the evening, 
spending the night at or near that place in the company with Zacheus 
Dowling and Wilson Langley. Next day we separated, Bro. Dowling to the 
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right in direction of his circuit which lay eastward, while Bro. Langley 
and I continued the main river road leading to Claiborne, stopping that 
night at Bro. Davis near Montgomery Hill, one of my stopping places, 
when on the Conecuh Circuit in 1835. We had in our company also Bro. 
Lewis Stephen Pipkin of Bellville. I met here at Bro. Davis a young lady 
there on a visit from Dallas County ony my circuit. Miss Lucy Hays with 
whom I was well acquainted and whose name is mentioned in a former part 
of these sketches. Her society and that of Miss Elizabeth Davis together 
with the entire family rendered my sojourn there that night quite a 
pleasant and agreeable one. 

The next day Saturday, we passed through Claiborne, and took up at 
Bro. Theophilus Williams six miles above, where we spent the Sabbath. In 
this family I had spent many pleasant hours and happy seasons in 1833 
the year I travelled the Conecuh Circuit. And was by them in the altar 
at the Blacks Bend Camp Meeting in 1834 when they were both converted. 
Hence our meeting again was not only pleasant but affectionate and 
profitable. Sister Williams was an affectionate, pious woman; quite uncom 
mon to her, at church, that under the preaching of the word her soul ° 
did not become stirred to such an extent that she often gave way to her 
feelings in exclamations of joy. She also carried her religion home 
entering into all her daily walk and conversation. She finally lost her 
mind and while she was unable to converse intelligibly on the common topics 
of every day life; but let the subject of religion be mentioned, her face 
would at once become a glow; her eye radiant and conversation fluent and 
sensible. Good meetings were her general theme; she loved them, when 
sane and now they occupied her thoughts to such an extent that even while 
deprived of reason, the Good Lord cleared her mind and unlossed her tongue 
upon the subject of the Salvation of her soul. She died a few years AgO, 
after thus suffering for many years. “And while she now rests from her 
labours, her works follow her." Bro. Williams was a pious good man after 
he embraced religion. Consistent in his professions, life and deportment, 
a useful citizen, efficient church member, raised in respectibility a large 
family of children, most of whom were married before the death of Sister 
Williams. He died a few years ago and from his professions and life, we 
have hope in his death. 

The next day after leaving brother Williams, I got to my circuit 
and stopped at Bro. John F. Davis and entered upon , 
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Editor's notes: 
Page 122 ~ Dwire's bluff — Daniel Dwire had land on the Pascagoula River 
as early as 1811. 


Page 123 
Bro. Flowers — Richard Flowers of Covington County, MS 


Samuel Graves - lived in Copiah County, MS 


Page 124 

Brother Simpson's in Jones County, Nathan or Nathaniel Simpson 

Brother Robinson, an elderly Baptist Preacher — Norvell Robertson of 
Covington County, MS. Bro. Robertson also left a diary or his memoirs 
in the form of an autobiography. Norvell Robertson was born in Virginia 
in 1765; served in the Revolutionary War, migrated to Georgia where 

he married Mrs. Sarah Powell in 1791. He emigrated to Mississippi in 
1816, along with Stephen Granberry and William Albritton and George 
Granberry; Seth and Moses Granberry; Allen Coward. 


James Fairs in the Dupriest neighborhood of Perry County. The name 
here is Farr, rather than Fair. The Farr's and Dupriests were related 
James Farr and Alfred Farr lived near the Dupriest in Perry County and 
James Dupriest was married to Penelope Farr, sister of the Mother of 
Alfred Farr. There is a lawsuit in Hancock County, MS in 1859 involving 
the Farrs and Dupriests. Delilah Farr was the mother of Alfred Farr. 


Mr. Griffith - This would be in Jones County. A. G. Griffith from 
North Carolina and his sons, Charles F., Johathan Eli, and William 
Griffith all lived in Jones County at this time. 


Timothy Welch was an old settler in Jones County. 

Page 125 

Brother Fair — James Farr of Perry County, MS 

Alfred Fair - Alfred Farr of Perry County, MS 

Wesley G. Evans p robably the son of Thomas Evans of Hancock Co., MS 


Page 126 
Susan Carter daughter of William Carter and Mary Goff. 
Wesley Evans first wife was Amelia Woodruff. 


Marriages performed by Ae C. Ramsey. 
John Reed to Miss Ann Myers 
Norman McLeod to Millicent R. Dantzler 


Bro. McBride on Dauphin Street — The Mobile City Directory for 1837 lists 


Je F. McBride as an undertaker and is the only McBride listed on Dauphin St. 


Brother Gascoigne - Charles Gascoigne, a commission merchant who lived at 
96 Government St., Mobile, Al. 
Page 124 


Mr. Proctor — Farr Proctor who was married to Margaret Dupriest. Judging 
by his given name, there is a possible Farr relationship also. 
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- The Work of 1837 - 

Commencing in Blacks Bend I went round meeting the first appointments, 
(but at what point they commenced I do not now recollect) but found the 
circuit in the same form I had left it in 1834, embracing the same territory 
and same appointments, no particular marks of aggression in point of new 
appointments, accessions to the church or any great increased development 
of spiritual piety, yet quiet and harmony appeared to prevail. Some 
pruning had necessarily been done by our venerable or worthy predecessors 
so that upon the whole the church appeared to be lying on its oars neither 
advancing or retrograding to any considerable extent, but merely holding 
its own. And in this condition, it remained at several points during the 
year; at other points good meetings, revival influence appeared to prevail 
and accessions to the church were marks that some good was acoomplished 
that year. 

When I got around to Greenville, I met brother Pilley with his 
family who accompanied me on my round to Oak Hill (then Ebenezer) near 
Allenton. 

We obtained board for his family on Oak Hill at brother John 
Sampeys who lived there at this time. But by the first quarterly meeting 
circumstances rendered it necessary that another boarding place must be 
had. Whereupon Brother Calloway came with me to Oak Hill where we found 
the Recording Steward, brother Willie Williams, had taken charge of* 
Brother Pilley and family until another could be secured. There were then 
no parsonages, no place for the preachers family and stewards generally 
neglectful or forgetful of their duties and brother Pilley's salary was 
about $224.00 if it could be collected and the stewards made no provisions 
for paying house rent or board; so that it looked at one time rather squally 
for Bro. Pilley. But he came there to preach and if God would help him, 
he intended to worry it out, and accomplish the object of his mission which 
he did. And further I saw Bro. P. tried, the more I became convinced that 
he had a right ring of itinerant metal and that success would attend such 
indomitable energy and nerve embodying with it such patience, meekness 
and submission to hardships that I felt I was right and God would and had 
sanctioned the effort I made in getting him into the conference; and which 
his subsequent life and labours contending with poverty, toil and afflict— 
ion has fully vindicated. 

I now proposed to Bro. Pilley and Presiding Elder for him to go with 
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me on my round end I thought I ccuid get him a place; so accordingly 

it was agreed to and when I got as far as brother Barns on Flat Creek 

we obtained board with him for the year, where he was taken care of 

and filled the years work. At this place during that year his son 
Stephen Abiezer was born, conferring on himself and me the honour of 
giving the son his own end my name. Who grew up and under God became and 
is now an eminent and useful minister of the Gospel, a member of the 
Alabama conference and hence I consider it no disgrace or discredit to 
either name. 

Brother Pilley lived to raise a large family of children; three of 
his sons ministers of the Gospel and one daughter married a minister 
(Bro. Selman). He finally became diseased and died a few years ago a 
superanuated member of the Alabama Conference. The children became some 
what scattered but the most of them with his widow live in Butler Comty 
where he died. 

- Brother Daniel's Marriage, Life & Death - 

He was my youngest brother who with brother William had remained 
single, taking care and providing for Father and Mother in their declining 
years and nursed them both until they died end now as the connecting link 
that bound them to the old homestead was severed; it becomes necessary 
that they should secure another link that would bind them to homes of their 
own; accordingly (brother William had already married) on the 12th of 
February of this year 1837, brother Daniel was married to Miss Mahala Holder, 
daughter of Willis Holder then of Jasper County, Mississippi, a part of 
the history of whose life has been already noticed in these sketches. He 
settled in that country where he was brought up and in which he spent his 
life;became pious and a useful citizen and member of the church, accumulated 
property and raised a family of nine children all of whom are grown and 
married and considerably scattered. One in Missouri, one in Texas, two in 
in Alabama and the balance at and near the coast where he died, which 
occured at his home at Bell Fountain in Jackson County, Miss where he 
was buried in 1867, 

But I must return to my work on the circuit. This was attended to by 
driving and labouring to the best of our ability at the different appoint— 
ments, twenty or twenty one every four weeks and at several places 
during the year, there were accessions, conversions and the signs of an 


onward and upward movement. Bro. Pilley was very acceptable and useful 
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losing no time, but devoting himself wholly to his work. So at the close 
of the year we had reasons to believe some good was accomplished. One 
important event in my history occured with me that year. On the 4th day 
of August, I was united in marriage with Mrs. Elizabeth Amanda Bonham, a 
widow with four children, a fearful and responsible undertaking I knew, 
but so it was, I voluntarily assumed the position, influenced I think by 
no other motive than a pure affection for the object of my choice and 
probability of placing myself in condition to be able from declining 
health to be more useful; to do more good to the cause of Christ and my 
fellow man than I otherwise were doing, or could do; I selected her and 
the position with the knowledge and apprehension of the dangers involved; 
subjecting me to the misjudged opinion of many at the time, that mercen— 
ary or sinister motives were the ruling principle that governed my action. 


Yet while I was aware that probably I might incur burdens and responsibil— 


ities, too great for me in caring for her and her children, managing a 
business with which I had but little acquaintance and thereby make a 
failure and bring upon me the abuse and anathemas of those who were 
intimately connected by ties of relationship with the family; besides: the 
Slander and gossip of others. I, of course, feeling conscious of the 
honesty of my motives could but enter into such an alliance with fear and 
trembling. But believing and knowing that I should have the aid of a 
woman of sense, of principle, of management care and industry and the best 
of all, one of devotion and affection for me, I married her and took charge 
of her business and which I so managed afterwards, I believe, in every 
instance as to not only meet her approval, but likewise the approbation 
of her friends and those more directly interested in its proper adjustment. 
And while I had many annoyances, and much harassing labour to perform and 
scenes to pass through, I found her as I expected her to be, a helpmete, 
a loving, sympathetic companion through life. Among one of the most 
domestic, careful, business housekeepers I ever knew. She was a religious 
woman, never opposed me, in going where I thought I ought, to preach, or 
to attend to any work coneected with the church to which I was called; but 
was to her a great pleasure to know that I was trying to do all I coula 

' for the cause of Christ. 

She lived to be the mother of seven of my children, and after 

suffering for a considerable length of time died June 3d, 1854 at our 
home at Oak Hill in Wilcox County, Alabama where her remains now lie in the 
graveyard at that place. Gave satisfactory assurances in her affliction 


that her peace woe mice vith God end had « bright hope of Eternal Life. 
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And before i 
a boastful or self applauding spirit, but in the fear of and reverence for 
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God and with profound gratitude to his watchful care over me; to his 

sustaining grace vouchafed in and through the very many trials, temptations, 

changes and cares through which I was called to pass, by assuming the 

change of a single life to one of taking care and watching over the inter 

ests of a large family, in becoming parent or guardian of children that 

were not my own together with the almost incessant tax upon mind and 

thought that in all this I can say conscientiously I never forgot my 

obligations to God or at any time sacrificed my religion either in faith 

or practice but at all times whether in sunshine or shade endeavored to 

maintain my religious integrity and standing as a minister of the Gospel 

labouring and acting with an eye to God's glory and the salvation of the 

souls of those over whom I had the charge as well as to all others with 

whom I came in contact. And now believe I can say that my usefullness 

as a Christian and minister was not diminshed but rather increased by 

my marriage and to which I think many who know me before and long after— 

wards will testify. 

The regular work on the circuit was attended to promptly, the 

balance of the year. At the close of which, I attended the conference 

which convened at Columbus Mississippi January 3rd, 1838. My trip to 

this conference was rather a novel one, in company with Rev. E. Hearn, 

who had previously gotten a fall from his horse and fractured a leg. 

Such was his great anxiety to attend the conference, having now missed one, 
' that he determined to go although could not walk on his limb, used crutches 

altogether. We started and made the trip on horse back; I having to assist 

him on and off his horse at ferries and stopping places, which was rather 

a laborious task. But we arrived in time although the conference was in 

session, presided over by Bishop Andrew. Here as at the conference the 

year before, another of our good and great men died. 

- Rober L. Kennon - 

was taken sick soon after his arrival with Pneumonia and the day the 

conference closed he died. A great loss to the conference and church. 

When his death was announced in the conference room, Bishop Andrew suspend— 

ed business for a while when a general weeping prevailed through the entire 

body. Brother Kennon was regarded as the Father of the Conference, his wise 

counsels, pious walk and loving spirit attached him to all, but especially 

to the young preachers to whom they were greatly indebted for the tender 


and fatherly care exercised by him in their examinations, and for many 
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valuable lessons of instruction given them by this man of God, He was to 
the conference and the church, a Beacon light. Dr. Kennons name will be 
cherished and remembered by many generations following him. And when the 
historian shall write up Methodism in Alabama his name, his life, his 
usefulness, his talents and his labours and toils in planting her standard 
will form one of the most conspicious chapters. His remains were conveyed 
to Tuscaloosa, Alabama where they were interred and where they lie await— 
ing the resurrection of that last day. Thus by a strange and mysterious 
Providence, our ranks had been deprived of two good men during the sittings 
of the Conference, George We Cotton, the year before and Dr. Kennon at this 
conference. Since that time the same coincidents have occured at subse~ 
quent conferences. Rev. Ebenezer Hearn, Dr. Jefferson Hamilton and A. 
McBride who died on the cars soon after leaving conference at Auburn, 
Alabama at which Rev. E. Hearn was taken sick, but was removed to 
Montgomery where he died. After this in 1872, Dr. Hamilton while at 
Conference in Auburn (Opelika), also died. , 

- My Request of the Conference ~— 

Such was the state of my declining health, my Asthma increasing,. 
and subjecting me to much suffering, augmented by the long rides, exposure 
and labour on the large circuits I had been on, that I saw location with 
me would be at no distant day inevitable; and in fact some of my brethren 
before this knowing the severe sufferings I had to endure advised me to 
stop, but this I did not wish to do, but now as I had changed my life and 
gotten me a home, I considered it duty ‘to make a change, but did not ask 
for location, but only to be left without an appointment that year, so that 
I could rest and probably, be better prepared to do effective work there— 
after, This request was granted and I had no work assigned me by the 
conference for the year 1838, but laboured mostly as much as formerly 
although in a more limited sphere. 

Brother Daniel Monaghan and Bro. Mills were appointed to Cedar Creek 
Circuit this year, with whom I laboured and assisted them in their work. 
This circuit was well supplied with local preachers, I found on it the 
year before, and also this year, the following, viz: James King, James 
Thompson, Hazlewood B. Farish, Joshua Peavy, John Herrington, John Hillis, 
Paul F. Sterns, William M. Cracken and Peter Williamson. Three of which had 
once belonged to the conference, in the travelling connection, but had 


located to wit: Peavy, Farish and Sterns. The others had been local all 


the time. And as I — already noticed in former sketches, some of these 
brethren, particularly bros. Peavy and Sterns, and as it would be crowding 
these sketches to too great an extent to be interesting to any to take up 
separately and give details of eaoh one, I shall only remark in general 
terms; that there were but few circuits, if any, in Alabama blessed with 

as many preachers of this class that could surpass old Cedar Creek in 

point of talent, piety, labour and usefullness; some few excepted of course. 
Connected as they were with their domestic business, getting nothing from 
the church as a remuneration for their services, having to labour for a 
sustenance for themselves and families and contributing largely and 
annually to the support of the church and the itinerant preachers on the 
circuit, the wonder is that they maintained their ministerial integrity 

and were as useful as they were. But this they did, and through and by 
them, in addition to the regular preaching which they performed the finances 
of the church were annually augmented to such proportions that the various 
demands made upon the church would have been meager indeed but for their 
liberal contributions. 

But without saying a word in disparagement to any, I must note a 
few items in reference to Father King and Brother Thompson. 

My first acquaintance with the former was at Ebenezer Church at 
my first appointment in 1837. From that time until the spring of 1869, I 
was intimately associated with him. Was a close sound logical and useful 
preacher. On the terms of the law he had liberty and power. Loved to 
preach. Not a man of great variety, but such subjects as he handled had 
matured them well. His private life above reproach. In some things 
peculiar, but whose piety no one doubted, respected, loved by all. Lived 
to a good old ages Had been a local preacher about sixty years, dieda 
few years ago at Allenton, Alabama and was buried at Oak Hill Cemetery 
by the side of his wife who had preceeded him to the better land, leaving 
behind him the odor of a correct life and pious death. 

— Rev. James Thompson ~— 

Was no ordinary man. Intelligent, sedate, pious and upright in his 
insercourse with others, always exhibiting the dignity of a Christian 
gentleman. As a preacher few could surpass him in the selection, preparation 
and delivery of his sermons often on certain subjects sublime; arising to 
such a point that the pathos, the mellow intonations on voice, coupled with 
the grand thoughts and arguments put forth that his congregations were often 
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80 moved as to show forth in their emotional natures and other evidences 
that they felt the power of truth stirring their consciences and finding 
@ lodgement in their hearts and minds. 

Brother Thompson was a useful preacher. Never idle, preached a 
great deal, his praise was in all the churches. It was my good fortune to 
become acquainted with him early in 1834, when I was first appointed to that 
circuit. From which we were together more or less every year except 1836 
and an intimacy, friendship and affection grew up between us such as I 
now love to cherish. Our associations were frequent at quarterly meetings, 
camp meetings and protracted services besides our frequent visits to each 
others homes. Hence I knew him well in private as well as in public life, 
and can say that to know him was to love him; and I have met with few for 
whom I cherished a greater veneration than James Thompson. His first wife 
died in 1835, a good woman, leaving him six children. He married again 
in 1836, a Mrs. Mason and was fortunate in getting a good woman to act as 
mother to his children. He and’all his children are dead, His remains 
with the most of his children lie in the grave yard at Society Hill Churche 

During the latter part of the summer of this year, I atended a 
quarterly meeting of brother Calloway's at Suggsville on the Tombigby 
circuit, in company with brothers King, Thompson, and McCracken. We 
arrived there on Saturday evening, found several brethren in attendance 
besides the Presiding Elder and A. S. Dickinson, P, C. On Sunday under 
a sermon from Brother Thompson from the text "There is joy in the presence 
of the Angels of God over one sinner that repenteth &c the spirit of God 
moved the people, the work broke out and we continued for ten days and I 
do not remember now of our attending a better meeting; one where the work 
was more general, conversions more satisfactory and where the preachers had 
better liberty in dispensing the Word of Life and when we closed the 
second Sabbath of the meeting, left a large number of penitents at the altar. 
I also attended another meeting with Bro. Ae Se Dickinson at the Lower 
Peach Tree, where we had quite an interesting meeting. Beside there I 
assisted the brethren at several other points. So that although I was 
left without an appointment that year, I was not idle and laboured as 
much as my strength would allow. 

- The Next Conference — ; 
Was to meet at Montgomery January 2d, 1539 which I did not attend yet 


the conference granted me a supernumary relation and appointed me to labour 


on the Cedar Creek Circuit that year in connection with Bro. L. 3. 
McDonald, preacher in charge. 

(Note) - - I should have stated as transpiring in 1838, the birth 
of my first daughter Jane Perrin, which occured May 13th, 1838. And in 
the fall of the same year our trip to Abbeville District, South Carolina 
accompanied by Jesse Calvert of that District, who had been travelling 
in Alabama for his healthe This was an afflictive trip. The night before 
we arrived at Abbeville, my wife was taken sick with fever which continued 
to increase until it became a violent attack, so much so we despaired for 
a time for her recovering. A few days after I and our babe, Janie, were 
also taken down and shortly afterwards our nurse, the negro girl, we had 
brought with us was also taken sick from which she never recovered, start— 
ed home with her in December, but had to leave her in Georgia on the way, 
where she died. Through the hand of a kind Providence and the attention 
of Drs. Joseph Wardlaw, my wife's brother, and Dr. Reed, we all finally 
so far recovered as to be able to travel and after having been there confined 
for nearly three months, we left for home by private conveyance bringing 
with us from school there my wife's two eldest daughters, Hannah and Ann. 
My wife was very weak and feeble, so much so as not to be able to sit up 
in the carriage long at a time and consequently I procured a spring wagon 
(called then a Jersey waggon) and mattress on which she could rest herself 
and iri this way we made the journey being on the road two weeks and 
arriving home a few days before Christmas, much to our joy and delight 
and especially so to the. two youngest children, Bessie and Mamie, which 
we had left in care of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Williams. My wife's health 
had improved somewhat by the change and travel and finally recovered. Janie 
was still sick and had that winter and the next sping, a long distressing 
time caused by the debilitating effect of her South Carolina attack, 
connected with such diseases as often follow "teething" so that her life 
was dispaired of for some time. I tried many remedies among which was the 
Steam Doctor practice administered by Dr. Herrington and which as I 
thought done her more harm than good, and I finally gave up all medicine 
and let her eat whatever she craved, buttermilk and potatoes particularly, 
from the use of which she had been deprived by the Doctor. She at once 
commenced mending and finally recovered. 

I had become engaged in farming and consequently had to devote a part 
of my time to that business, but during the year assisted Bro. McDonald 
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on the cirauit filling regular appointments and several rounds on the 
circuit and was instrumental in getting up a camp meeting at Ebenezer, 
a new camp ground, where we subsequently held three other camp meetings 
annually. Here at this first one, an incident occured which will do no 
harm to mention. 

Frederic J. Nosworthy, at one time a member in good standing in the 
Georgia conference, and regarded as one of the best preachers in that 
country but who had acted badly and was expelled from the conference and 
church had moved into the bounds of that circuit in a backslidden and 
wicked condition, but during the year of 1837 while brother Pilley and 
myself were on that circuit, professed to be reclaimed and wished 
license to preach, applied at the last quarterly conference ‘of that year, 
but failed; but the next year applied again, and succeeded; that conference 
being held in his own neighborhood, and at his own church, remote from 
the one the year before when his application was rejected, and in the 
absence of those brethren who had apposed it, such as Brothers Peavy, 
Sterns, Thompson and others. Under this authority he commenced preaching 
and to do him justice, I must say he was one among the most effective 
preachers I have ever heard; one of more power over the minds of his 
congregations, than any I had ever known; travelled throughout the circuit 
and adjoining circuits, producing great effects and results. Yet, not 
withstanding all this, he was an unguarded man in his intercourse with ... 
society. His old- habits and passions appeared still to exert on him an 
influence derogatory to the ministerial character; got in trouble again, 
but was sustained by a church court, as not being guilty, yet in the minds 
of some a different opinion was entertained; he attended this camp meeting. 
Bro. McDonald had charge, but had transferred the control of appointing . 
the preachers to occupy the stand at the different hours to Father King. 
Brother Asbury Shanks who was a Georgian and knew Nosworthy's history there, 
besides being familiar with the recent difficulty in which he had been 
involved attended this meeting in company with a large delegation from 
Selma where Bro. Shanks was stationed that year, of men and women, who 
declared positively "if Nosworthy was put up to preach, they would not 
hear him". Bro. Shanks told this to Father King, who did not know what to 
do as there was a great clamor from others for Nosworthy to preach. Hence 
he was held off until Sunday at 3 o'clock P.M. when Father in consultation 
with others decided to appoint him for that hour. Saying it was not right 
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